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L

ast weekend a major daily
newspaper in Wisconsin
reported that state courts are
being swamped with thousands of
cases where citizens are being
confronted with jail time for driving
on suspended driver licenses. These
"criminals," most of whom have no
criminal record, lost their licenses
because they failed to pay traffic
fines, parking tickets, municipal
fines for city code violations, child
support, truancy, or failed to honor
some other government edict. The
crisis was brought to a head by a little
noticed change in Wisconsin law
that made driving on a suspended
license a criminal offence involving
jail time. That also means jury trials
and, potentially, public defenders at
state expense.
Last summer when I testified
against a .08 BAC standard I explained
to the legislators that passing this bill
to avoid federal sanctions (the primary
motivation) was not a "free lunch."
By vastly increasing the pool of
"drunk drivers" to include responsible
social drinkers, the legislature was
opening up a whole new can of worms
with serious unintended and costly
consequences. First, half of the people
convicted of DUI never again apply for
a driver's license—why? Because they
can't afford the fines and surcharges
and they are unable to purchase
insurance. Of course they continue to
drive because their livelihood requires
that they drive. If they're caught
driving, new penalties are just heaped
upon the old penalties. The hole just
keeps getting deeper and deeper.
Welcome to the "new age" version
of debtors' prison.
The DUI laws are not singularly
responsible for this conundrum. They
do account for 1.5 million candidates
annually. But with every state
legislature layering on new traffic
laws, increased fines, and allowing the
suspension of driver's licenses for any

and all transgressions against governmental authority, we're headed for a
day when having a valid driver's
license will be the exception and not
the rule! OK, perhaps I exaggerate a
tad. Still, there are federal government
claims that one out of seven drivers
does not have a valid license. That's
about 25 million people! If we put all
those people in prison, we'll have to
change the old political motto of "a
chicken in every pot" to "a prison in
every town."
This shows every sign of getting
worse before it gets better. Several
states have substantially increased
fines, added new penalties and
offences, and the courts are in on
the program. The states and local
governments see traffic enforcement
and the taxation of motorists as
their salvation during this era of
budget deficits. (Does this make you
wonder how many votes the "tripling
of registration fees in California" cost
Ex-governor Davis?)
This won't stop or be reversed until
the elected officials who perpetuated
this shortsighted mess are sent back to
the private sector. This includes everyone from the city council member who
promotes four-way stop signs at every
intersection, to the US Senator that
pushes legislation withholding money
from the states if they don't adopt the
latest neo-prohibitionist commandment. If your state legislator won't
sponsor legislation outlawing speed
traps, find one that will and vote
accordingly. If your governor won't
order the state DOT to set reasonable
and realistic speed limits, support a
candidate who will. And, if your
Congressman won't support the
elimination of federal sanctions and the
full use of fuel tax money for hi
ghway purposes, you need a new
Congressman. Look at it this way, you
won't be alone. There are at least 15
million other drivers out there who
would like to see a change.

3

NATIONAL MOTORISTS ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION NEWS

Tax Season Is Coming

T

ax Season is coming soon.
Now is the time when many
people look at their tax
situation and consider donating funds
in order to give themselves a muchneeded tax break.
If you find yourself in this situation,
please consider donating to the
National Motorists Association
Foundation.
The NMA Foundation gives NMA

members, and others, the opportunity
to make tax-deductible gifts and
contributions to the maximum extent
of the law. That means you'll have the
opportunity to reduce your personal tax
burden while promoting the causes of
personal freedom, driving pleasure, a
less intrusive government, more
rational laws, and travel and mobility
opportunities across all facets of our
society. If you donate before

December 31, 2003, you can take
advantage of this year’s tax rate.
Please send any donations to:
National Motorists Association
Foundation
402 W. 2nd Street
Waunakee, WI 53597
You can also donate by calling
our Membership Department at
800/882-2785.

Turning The Corner?

I

n a rare turn of events we
have an incredibly unique
phenomenon to report. A
state Supreme Court rediscovered
the long lost and ignored Fourth
Amendment to the United States
Constitution, and the equivalent
language in the state constitution.
The Georgia Supreme Court
recently ruled that a major section of
the state's implied consent law was
unconstitutional. Specifically at
question was the provision that
mandated drug testing of all persons
involved in a serious traffic accident. (I
assume this was confined to drivers of
motor vehicles involved in the
accident.) Refusal to take the tests

resulted in a one-year license
suspension as well as authorizing the
prosecution to mention the refusal at
trial. The Georgia justices held that
such tests required probable cause
before they could be administered.
State enforcement officials
lamented that this was a terrible
loss of an important enforcement tool.
The court was not unduly sympathetic
to this concern. They looked beyond
pragmatic expediency and affirmed the
principle that legal and reasonable
search and seizure requires "probable
cause." While the court recognized
the importance of removing impaired
drivers from the roadway it also
recognized the "slippery slope"

rationale of the enforcement officials.
The court's decision stated: "No matter
how important the purpose may be, it
does not create a special need to depart
from the Fourth Amendment's requirement of probable cause. Otherwise it
could be argued that the state's interest
in securing evidence in any situation of
potentially serious criminal conduct
would justify dispensing with any
finding of probable cause."
The decision does not effect
the use of implied consent when
there is probable cause to believe a
vehicle operator is impaired by drugs
or alcohol.

"Member Get A Member" Winner

T

hanks to everyone who
recruited new members
in our "Member Get A
Member" Campaign. As an added
bonus, for every person you signed
up, your name was put into a
drawing for a radar/laser detector
that was donated to us by the good
folks at Valentine One.
We now have a winner! J. David
Cowart is the lucky recipient of a

new Valentine One Detector!
We hope you'll continue to
promote the NMA and encourage
others to join. As a standard policy,
the NMA awards you three
additional months of NMA
Membership FREE every time
someone joins and mentions your
name. So, please, keep up the good
work in recruiting new members!
You and the NMA will benefit.

Be thankful we're not
getting all the
government we're
paying for.
—Will Rogers

printed on recycled paper
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California Black Box Law

I

n September, California
became the first state to
adopt a law that addressed
the issue of event data recorders (or
black boxes) in automobiles. When
a crash occurs, these black boxes
record certain factors seconds before
the accident. The actual information
recorded varies widely depending
on the type of recorder. It could be
something as simple as whether the
air bag deployed, or as complicated as
what speed your vehicle was traveling
at, as well as if you were braking at the
time of the accident.
One thing this law (which goes into
effect July 1, 2004) has accomplished
is that it brought attention to this issue.
Attention that has been sorely lacking.
The majority of drivers don't even
know these devices exist, let alone the
potential that their car's information
could be used against them.
Most car owner's manuals only

have a sentence or two that tells you
that your vehicle has a black box.
And, even then, it is usually in the
section that describes your air bag and
implies that the recorder only records

While this new legislation does require
the disclosure of these devices,
the privacy protections outlined in
this law are a joke.
that your air bag deployed. It doesn't
go into detail on how many seconds
before a crash are recorded or what
other information may be included.
This new California law will now
require carmakers to provide more
information concerning these devices.
While this new legislation does
require the disclosure of these devices,
the privacy protections outlined in this
law are a joke.

This law states that no one can
access the data without the owner's
permission or a court order. If you
look closely at this, you can see this
really doesn't restrict anything. If you
have been in an accident, it would be
very easy for the court to order this
information to be collected. No
protection there.
A driver could also be pressured
into giving permission for the
information to be taken. (One
scenario could be your insurance
company threatening you with
higher premiums if you don't
share your car's information.) No
protection there either.
While this brings much needed
attention to the issue of black boxes,
this isn't even close to being the
"privacy act" that the politicians are
touting it to be.

GPS Tracking Requires A Warrant

A

recent ruling by the
Washington Supreme Court
declared that police are not
permitted to attach a Global Positioning System (GPS) tracker to a suspect's
car, without a warrant.
This stems from the conviction of
William Bradley Jackson for the
murder of his 9-year-old daughter in
1999. Spokane County deputies had
obtained a warrant for the use of a GPS
tracker on Jackson's vehicle. Jackson
later unknowingly led the deputies to
his daughter's grave.
Jackson's Defense Attorney
contested that the warrant used for the
GPS device was flimsy because it was
based on the premise that if Jackson
was guilty, he might return to the scene
of the crime. Prosecutors argued that
not only was the warrant valid, but that

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2003

the police didn't even need a warrant to
utilize the GPS device because it was
the same as tailing someone in an
unmarked police vehicle.
The Washington Supreme Court
upheld the conviction. However,
they unanimously disagreed that
the police can use a GPS device
without a warrant.
"Use of GPS tracking devices is
a particularly intrusive method of
surveillance, making it possible to
acquire an enormous amount of
personal information about the citizen
under circumstances where the
individual is unaware that every single
vehicle trip taken and the duration of
every single stop may be recorded by
the government," Justice Barbara
Madsen wrote in the decision.
Justice Madsen also mentioned the

possibility of people being tracked to
"the strip club, the opera, the baseball
game, the wrong side of town, the
family planning clinic, the labor rally."
Chalk up at least one decision
against "Big Brother."

YOU DRIVE TOO FAST!!!
> AND YOU WILL GET CAUGHT <

When this happens, you will need
experienced representation
to keep insurance rates low
and your license intact.
Law Offices of Casey W. Raskob, P.C.
34 Lounsbury Road
Croton, NY 10520
914-271-5383
www.speedlaw.net
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Holiday Misery

by Eric Skrum, Executive Editor

T

he holidays are fast approaching, as are all the headaches that
can be associated with them.
Soon the stores will be filled with
marked-up merchandise, crushing
crowds, and screaming children.
All of which seems to make what
should be a joyous time of the year
a little less fun.
I want to help you avoid the
hassle of shopping in person by
suggesting that you consider
ordering from the NMA. Not only
does the NMA have interesting
items to choose from, you also have
the added benefit of ordering from
the comfort and convenience of your
own home. That means no onerous
shopping trips.
What items are offered by the
NMA? For a full list, check out
the back of this newsletter. In the
meantime, here is a partial list of
our more popular items.
Every Woman's Car Care
The highways are jam packed
full of folks who have next to zero
knowledge about the vehicles they
are driving. Not all of them are
women, that's for sure, but this
book is written by and for women.
Its 262 pages cover everything
from how to read gauges to "jump
starting" and trouble shooting.
Frankly, it's a great on-board manual
for just about anybody to carry in his
or her car.
Speeding Excuses That Work
This book is a combination of
personal war stories, humor, and
ticket avoidance tactics. The book
maintains a stream of wit and is an
easy read. There's good advice
scattered throughout the book; advice
that goes beyond talking your way out
of a ticket. These topics include
avoiding tickets in the first place,
safety tips for women involved in

traffic stops, and debunking popular
myths about traffic tickets.

Give a Gift
Membership
 Individual

The American Autobahn
If you are interested in the German
Autobahn, then this is the book for
you. The author offers a good
overview of the Autobahn as well as
America's Interstate System. You
cannot find as good of an in-depth
analysis of the two as you can in this
hard-cover book.
NMA Gift Membership
As an NMA member, you can
give someone a one-year membership
in the NMA at a discounted rate
of $25. Not only will the recipient
of your gift benefit, but so will you,
and so will the NMA. Your goals
for the NMA will be furthered by a
stronger NMA. And, the NMA's
ability to change public policy and
protect its members' interests will
be advanced through a larger
membership. And don't forget, for
each new member you bring to the
NMA, you will receive an additional
three months of free membership
NMA Racing Patch
These are a new item for the NMA.
The patches are three inches in
diameter and can easily be sewn to
just about anything (hats, jackets,
shirts, etc.). The patches have a
white background, a color NMA logo
inside, and are surrounded by a black
border. You have the choice of round
or square patches.
To order these or any of the other
items the NMA has for sale, you
can use the form on page 15 of this
newsletter, call the NMA Order
Department at 800/882-2785, or order
them online at www.motorists.org
Have a safe and happy holiday
season.

(**Gift price only)

$25.00**

(Gift membership also available
online at www.motorists.org)

Please make checks payable to:
NATIONAL MOTORISTS ASSOCIATION
402 W 2nd St
Waunakee, WI 53597

CANADA: Visa or MasterCard ONLY
I prefer to use my:


VISA



MasterCard
Expiration Date

Credit Card Account Number

Signature

call toll-free

1-800-882-2785
or fax: 1-608-849-8697
or visit Web Site: www.motorists.org
• Please Print Clearly •
NAME __________________________
ADDRESS _______________________
CITY____________________________
STATE ________ ZIP ______________
PHONE (_____)___________________
EMAIL __________________________
SPONSORING MEMBER & MEMBER #:
____________________________________
____________________________________
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Red Light Timers

From Nutz & Boltz Magazine

I

magine you're driving down the
road and you see a red light
ahead in the middle of a large
intersection. The pole on the righthand side of the intersection has a
small illuminated display, about the
size of the "Walk/Don't Walk" signs
used at pedestrian crosswalks.
The display sign has numeric
characters which are counting down
from 30 to one, starting with 30 as the
light turns red, and to "one" when it
goes to green. Because of the
countdown, you know how to judge
your approach speed so that you can
minimize the use of your brakes. The
counting sign allows you to coast
along, and avoid coming to a complete
stop as you approach the intersection.
Over to your right is another
driver who is about to cross the
intersection from your right. While
you are traveling northbound, he is
going westward. Even though he
sees the green light up ahead, he's
slowing down. Why? Because he's
also looking at a countdown sign,
one that is facing in his direction.
He's been watching the countdown
for the end of the green light period,
and he knows that he doesn't have
enough time to get across the
intersection before the light turns red.
The numbers on his display are rapidly
dropping to zero, and he knows he'll
never make it. He slows down ahead

Pacific Rim
Radar & Laser
Here is your chance to own
the best Laser Jammer
on the market!

See it in action and order at:
www.pacificrimradar.com
(360) 936-7750
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of time, coasting the last 100-or so feet
up to the red light.
It Works
Sound like a Sci-Fi story? Actually,
this is a description of a red light system that is already in operation. Red
light countdown timers are a reality in
the Far East, and they work very well.
The traffic flows evenly through the
intersections without drivers speeding
up to make it through or slamming on
their brakes where the red catches the
driver with too little time to stop.
The traffic flow at these traffic light
timed intersections in the Far East is
rhythmic, with traffic coming in from
all four directions and proceeding

Red light timers (RLT) give motorists
advance notice of when the light will
change, allowing time to stop and
avoid running the light.
smoothly through. There is less tension
overall since there's so much less
concern about the traffic light timing.
Just knowing the red light change
interval gives the driver a new sense of
ability and control. The driver is given
the ability to see the time interval left,
and to make any needed corrective
actions in the approach speed in
order to more intelligently control
the situation. The driver's decision
making process is enhanced by the
knowledge of the time remaining in
the red or green interval.
In contrast, Western traffic light
intersections are a crap shoot. You
drive toward the green with your heart
in your throat, with your foot on the
gas but ready to hit the brakes at any
moment. You think to yourself, "Is this
going to be my lucky day and the light
will stay green?"
You don't know. Traffic engineers
don't want you to know. You are
purposely kept ignorant. And if you

don't see the yellow signal in time,
you're likely to have to make a quick
decision whether to proceed—or
suddenly slam on the brakes.
At the red light camera intersections, the governement hopes
you won't stop in time so you can
be fined. With Western traffic light
control, there's a financial motivation
in order to penalize the driver. This
is wrong. There should be a safety
motivation, not financial. We penalize
instead of improve. Red light cameras
aren't the answer.
The Value
Red light timers offer some
very important benefits. The timer
would save fuel, eliminate the need
for expensive red light cameras, and
reduce wear and tear on vehicles.
But best of all, red light running and
crashes at intersections would be
significantly reduced, just as they
have in Viet Nam.
We desperately need an overhaul
of our traffic control system. And
punishing drivers with red light
cameras doesn't make the problem
go away. It only hurts those who are
entrapped, turning a traffic control
problem into a profit center.
This is totally the wrong way to go.
There is available technology to easily
and inexpensively add countdown
displays at intersections. It is already
employed at pedestrian crosswalks. It
would be a good idea for local
governments to compare the relative
effectiveness of traffic light timers.
Red light timers (RLT) give
motorists advance notice of when the
light will change, allowing time to stop
and avoid running the light. Adding an
RLT to an intersection will virtually
eliminate crashes.
This article was reprinted with
permission from Nutz & Boltz
Magazine. For more information
concerning their publication, please
visit www.nutzandboltz.org.
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A Strategy To Encourage Ticket Fighting And Win
by Ken McGrew, NMA Member

T

his is a summary of ticket
fighting strategies. The full
article is available on the NMA
web site at www.motorists.org/
issues/tickets/visualestimation.html
The biggest threat to the motorist is
not the newest radar technology, but
officers who violate procedures and
then lie to justify the tickets they've
issued. We all know about officers
hiding just over a hill or around a
corner (which prevents them from
conducting a proper tracking history).
In those prosecutions the court
often ignores the time over distance
problems, or the officer testifies that he
was parked at a different location.
Even when a defendant can show that
the enforcement technology used
wasn't properly tested or wasn't in
proper working order, some courts
have been willing to accept the visual
estimate of speed as sufficient to
uphold a conviction.
Nothing I've written here will
surprise NMA members. We know
that the economic benefit to judges,
prosecutors, and officers influences
the legal process where traffic
enforcement is concerned. That's
why the NMA advocates motorists
fighting their tickets. We know
that if a relatively small percentage of
motorists went to trial that the profit in
traffic enforcement would evaporate.
So far this hasn't happened and one
reason for this is that most motoring
taxpayers won't contest tickets, even
for the greater good, if they believe
they can't win. They pay the ticket, or
take a plea agreement. For large
numbers of motorists to fight their
tickets, they need to believe that
they can win. If we could identify
situations where prosecutions are particularly vulnerable and then sponsor
test cases, complete with extensive
expert testimony, we could establish
case law that Pro Se defendants
(persons who represent themselves in
court, without an attorney) could use to

win in court. Then large numbers of
motorists would fight their tickets.
There are situations where we can
potentially establish this case law.
Because the situations I will describe
involve scientific principles or binding
national law, these court decisions
could be cited in any State.
Visual Estimates Of Speed
Testimony regarding the ability to
conduct a visual estimation in dark
conditions is vulnerable. To estimate
the speed of vehicles there must be
stationary objects to compare them to.
In the dark the human eye can't see
the reference points. Experts can
establish this in court. There is case
law that supports this position, though
I found no cases directly on point. By
winning test cases, we could remove or
limit the ability of traffic officers to
issue radar, laser, or vascar tickets in
dark conditions.
A similar situation arises when
officers testify to visually estimating
speeds in rear view mirrors. Not only
is the human eye incapable of this, but
the rear facing radar unit might be
picking up vehicles that the officer
can't see in the narrowed range of
vision of the small mirror.
The Legality Of Posted Speed Limits
The federal government requires
all States to comply with the Manual
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
(MUTCD). The NMA has an
extensive list of cases, both state
and federal, that acknowledges the
binding authority of the MUTCD.
While many of the MUTCD's
requirements are optional or strongly
encouraged, some requirements are
absolutely mandatory.
One such mandatory requirement is
that an engineering study be conducted
before a speed limit can be posted.
Citations based on traffic control
devices that don't comply with mandatory requirements should not be

enforceable. My search turned up
only one case where this was argued.
This is an "unpublished decision"
(which means it holds no precedent)
by the Appeals Court in Wisconsin in
2001 (State v. Dawson). The court
held that a speeding citation was not
enforceable because the speed limit
sign did not comply with mandatory
height and appearance requirements in
the MUTCD.
Perhaps as many as half of all roads
in the United States have never had an
engineering study conducted, and
those that were conducted may not
have been done in compliance with the
MUTCD. By establishing precedent in
this area we could take away half their
revenue in the short run.
Untested Equipment
The last category of tickets that I
want to mention is pacing citations
issued without a calibrated and
certified police speedometer. Like
radar and other cases where enforcement technology is used, if a speedometer wasn't calibrated and certified
before a stop, and checked after a stop,
it should not be accepted as being
reliable. The NMA has reviewed a
list of cases that discuss the requirement to have tested speedometers to
sustain pacing convictions. As the
appeals court in Connecticut stated in
1968, "Cases involving untested
speedometers should not arise."
Prosecutors have been saved the
expense of proving in each case that
radar works by establishing precedent
based on expert testimony. Along the
same lines, I am hoping to save the
average Pro Se defendant the expense
of mounting an expensive scientific
defense by winning test cases that are
vulnerable on visual estimation
testimony. The last two categories of
cases are legal arguments that could
stop prosecutions before they begin. I
believe that this strategy could open
the floodgates of Pro Se litigation.
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2003

8

NATIONAL MOTORISTS ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION NEWS

Montana Puts Profit Into Drunk Driving Convictions
by Eric Skrum, Executive Editor

M

ontana has a new DUI law that
will generate a lot of money for
the state, but won't make the
roads any safer.
The new law states that if a person
receives a second DUI, the court has
the option of installing breathalyzer
ignition interlock devices at the
expense of the driver or it can seize
every vehicle owned by the defendant
and auction all of them off.
Because the law is so new, some
judges, prosecutors, and defense
attorneys aren't even aware of the
interlock option. Meanwhile, a good
number of judges and prosecutors that
are aware of this, unsurprisingly, opt
instead for vehicle seizure.
What makes this law so heavy-

handed is that when the ticketed
person owns more than one vehicle,
all the vehicles can be seized.
Anyone who tries to avoid this
by selling or transferring vehicles
before sentencing can be jailed for
two years and fined $20,000.
And, if you believe that this isn't
going to be a problem for the average
motorist, think again. With Montana's
current Blood Alcohol Content (BAC)
presumption level of .08, it has become
extremely easy for a driver to receive a
DUI.
Combine that with the idea that
many police agencies will be cracking
down on "drunk" drivers (in the
name of safety, but in reality for the
money to be gained from fines and
car seizures) and your chances of
receiving that second DUI and
losing all your vehicles increases.

The danger isn't too great yet
because the law is new and many
judges are waiting to see the new law
in writing before enforcing it.
However, there are others gearing
up for the enforcement of this law.
For example, Great Falls police seized
nine vehicles in two weeks, which
will be turned over to the lien holder
or sold at the city's annual auction.
Great Falls Police Chief Bob Jones
is expecting so many vehicles to be
seized that he has begun searching
for more storage space.
While the Montana Drivers Control
Division predicts roughly 500 drivers
will have their vehicles seized and
sold annually, there most likely
will be more, as cash-strapped
Montana agencies refine this
new revenue-generator.

Delaware Digital Speed Limits

D

elaware is switching to
"variable" speed limits by
Thanksgiving of this year.
The Department of Transportation
(DOT) is installing solar-powered
digital speed limit signs that will
allow the DOT to change the speed
limits at any time.
The signs' purpose is to slow
motorists down in case of bad weather
or major accidents which isn't
necessarily a bad idea because they
may help alert drivers to unseen
dangers ahead. But the signs will also
be used to lower the speed limit on
"code red ozone alert days." The
theory is that this will reduce daily

ozone emissions and bring the state
into compliance with the 2005 federal
pollution targets in order for the state
to qualify for road and transit money.
The first 23 signs will be on the 11mile stretch of I-495. In later phases of
this project, 87 more signs will be
installed on a portion of Delaware 1
and the 23-mile stretch of I-95 from
Pennsylvania to Maryland.
The electronic signs cost $8,000
each compared to the normal $310
metal signs. Each sign (paid for
by a state bond bill) is charged
solely by solar power and will use
wireless communication to change
speed limits.

Advertise With the NMA!
Spread the word about your business and services in the
NMAF NEWS. For more information, contact Nancy Mills
at 608/849-6000 or email her at nma@motorists.org.
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Right Move, Wrong Reason

T

he Glendale, California City
Council introduced an
ordinance to raise the speed
limit by five to ten mph on portions of
32 local streets.
And, the police are supporting
this speed increase. No, this isn't the
Twilight Zone. The police are actually
supporting higher speed limits.
The reason behind this move is that
California law does not allow police to
use radar or laser to enforce speed
limits unless those speed limits are set
at or just below the 85th percentile
(i.e. what 85 percent of the traffic is
flowing at).
While studies have repeatedly
shown that the 85th percentile is the
safest speed at which to set traffic
flow, this proposed speed increase is

not being done for safety. It has been
introduced so that the police may use
the speed measuring devices of their
choice. If this ordinance isn't passed,
the police will have to resort to
"pacing" (i.e. following vehicles for a
set distance and issuing tickets
according to the speed shown on the
cruiser's speedometer). The police are
reluctant to use pacing as it "introduces
a public hazard." "Please give us the
tools to do our job," Sgt. Lewie Guay
appealed to the council.
Because the emphasis on the speed
limit change is strictly on legalizing
the use of radar and laser, the public is
not being informed of the advantages
that higher limits will bring. With
limits set at the 85th percentile, there is
less tailgating, less weaving in-and-out

of traffic, and smoother flow of traffic.
Instead, the public is already
speaking out against the possible
increase because they believe it will
make the streets more dangerous.
"The signal the city should be sending
to the public is we should slow down,
not speed up," said Glendale resident
Bob Goetz.
If the City Council does approve
the increases, it would increase the
limit from 25 mph to 30 mph on
certain streets while on others it
would increase from 25 mph to 35
mph. This is actually just below the
85th percentile, but it does bring the
city into compliance. Due to the
pressure from the police, this
ordinance will most likely pass.

Mexico Sets A New Standard

T

ransportation officials often
look overseas for inspiration on
the latest and greatest safety
trends to use on our roads. In fact,
Europe was using photo enforcement a
long time before the United States
decided to follow their lead.
Maybe transportation officials
should be looking to our southern
neighbors for some ideas rather than
across the sea. Newly elected Mayor
Eruviel Avila Villegas of Ecatepec,
Mexico has decided to take a novel
approach to traffic tickets.
He got rid of them.
Avila decided to abolish parking
and ticket fines in an effort to solve an
infamous Mexican problem; police
demanding bribes. The idea being if

the police can't issue you a ticket, they
can't hit you up for money.
"We are renewing and revolutionizing our city," Avila said. "People
will always speed. They will always
park illegally. But this way they won't
have to pay bribes."
Does the idea that tickets are issued
to generate money for the police sound
familiar to you?
When asked if he was worried
about the lost revenue from traffic
tickets, Avila replied, "For every peso
that went into the city's coffers, five
went into the pockets of police. The
social benefit of doing this is greater
than what we lose in revenue."
It sounds as if Avila has an idea or
two worth taking a look at.

Visit the NMA Web Site at www.motorists.org
for more motorist information!

NINES, the Saab Club
Magazine, is for owners of
any model Saab, from 2strokers to Turbos. NINES
provides technical help,
news, history, and plenty of
ads with new, used and
specialty parts for Saabs. A
new membership (includes
two Saab Club decals and
the most recent back issue)
is $34.00. To subscribe,
send to:

The Saab Club
of North America
2389 Chestnut Hill
North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 497-0346
Hours: 9 am-9 pm Eastern

visit our web site
www.saabclub.com
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Holiday Roadblocks

T

his article first appeared in
the NMAF NEWS Volume 12
Issue 6.
The holiday roadblock season
is almost here. This means not
only will you have to endure endless
commercials that count down the
number of shopping days left, you
will also have to tolerate the third
world scourge of roadblocks.
The increase of travel and holiday
celebrations (and federal grants)
during this season is what stimulates
the use of roadblocks. MADD pushes
for DWI roadblocks while certain
police agencies find that seatbelt or
insurance paper roadblocks are their
checkpoint of choice.
The NMA believes that the only
justification for stopping citizens under
a roadblock scenario is to warn them of
an unseen peril that could cause injury

Don’t Get
Fleeced At Your
Next Traffic Stop!
Fight that ticket by renting the
TM

NMA Legal Defense Kit

In addition to covering
court procedures and strategy,
the kit includes technical
information on almost
all speed enforcement
devices and key statutes
in your state.
Call 800/882-2785
for more information on
how to rent this kit.
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or death to an unsuspecting motorist.
Roadblocks (as used in the US) are
designed and intended to use fear,
intimidation, and inconvenience to
expedite a government edict or a
political agenda. They have a net zero
influence on public safety.
Keeping this in mind, here are
a few thoughts on how to deal with
roadblocks.
When you are first approached at a
roadblock, open your window slightly
and wait for the officer to make his
statement or ask his questions. If he
simply offers the canned explanation
for the stop and asks to see your
license, have it ready to hand to him. If
he asks any further questions, you
should politely decline to enter into a
discussion. Something like, "Officer, I
really don't approve of roadblocks and
I don't care to discuss my affairs."
The positive effect of this is
that you aren't giving incriminating
answers to seemingly innocuous
questions. If at the very beginning
of the stop you set the precedent that
you are not going to answer questions,
there is no legal reason for detaining
you. By law, you are not obligated to
answer these kinds of questions and
you cannot be detained because you
refuse to chit-chat with the officers
at a roadblock.
This also takes away the police's
ability to report on how the public
favors their actions. The police love
to report how grateful the citizens
are and how motorists appreciate
the presence of roadblocks, and how
they compliment the officers on "being
out there and protecting us from
the menace of (fill in the blank)." If
enough people complain, you can
help to eliminate this propaganda
opportunity.
There may be a negative reaction to
your expression of disfavor. Legally,
there is nothing wrong with not
answering questions at a roadblock.
That doesn't stop the police from

"jerking your chain" either. They may
keep you longer or try to intimidate
you with a show of "authority." Before
you enter a roadblock, you need to
decide if you are going to stand up
for principle or be compliant and
cooperative. Most people will
choose the latter. However, if just a
few motorists refuse to be victimized
by the use of roadblocks, the police
will become reluctant to continue or
expand this practice.
You also need to know that the
police do not have the authority to
search you or your vehicle, not without
probable cause, or at least reasonable
suspicion, that you have, or are
committing a crime. They may ask
your permission for a search—which
means they do not have legal grounds
to force a search. You should not
permit a voluntary search of yourself
or your vehicle.
A special note on DWI roadblocks.
You shouldn't allow any object to
penetrate the interior of your vehicle.
Chances are that flashlight shining in
your face also has an alcohol sensor on
the end of it. You can be required to
show the usual documentation, such as
your driver's license, but you do not
have to open your window any further
than the space to hand it out.
If, for any reason, you are ordered
out of your car, lock the door behind
you. This will avoid anyone entering
your vehicle without your permission.
Locking the door is a clear expression
of your intention to refuse a search.
These are just a few suggestions
on what you can do at a roadblock. It
takes courage to stand up for yourself
and your rights especially when you're
stopped at night with all the bright
lights, orchestrated show of force,
and flashlights thrust in drivers'
faces. For more information on roadblocks, visit the NMA web site
(www.motorists.org) or the Roadblock
Registry (www.roadblock.org).
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News From Around The Country

A

t the time of printing, the
legislative information is
correct. To track the progress
of these bills or for contact information
for your legislators, you can visit the
Speak Out! section of the NMA web
site at www.motorists.org/speakout/
state.html
You can also find NMA positions
on any of these topics (as well as
talking points) that you can use when
contacting your legislators on these
issues at www.motorists.org/issues/
index.html.
Colorado
Colorado Springs is reducing many
of the speed limits to 25 mph. Fines
for speeding above this new limit will
be $10 for every mile per hour over the
speed limit.
Delaware
Wilmington currently has ten red
light cameras. They are currently
negotiating for another ten to be
installed by the end of the year.
Florida
Escambia County Judge William
White has begun a unique new
punishment for those convicted of
drunk driving. Those convicted must
put a bumper sticker on their car that
says, "How's my driving?" This is
followed by a toll-free telephone
number and the statement, "The judge
wants to know!!!"
Indiana
Marion County has raised its traffic
ticket fines by $40. The increase will
take place December 1, 2003 and is
expected to bring in an additional
$640,000. Some of this money
will go to purchase jail space and
the rest will go to increase salaries
for deputy prosecutors.
Michigan
Michigan is among the states with
laws requiring drivers to move at least

one lane away from a stopped
emergency vehicle. So, the State
Police set up a mock emergency
on the shoulder of Interstate 496.
They nabbed 73 drivers who failed
to comply with the new law. They
raised $36,500.
Minnesota
The Minneapolis area is experiencing more traffic enforcement as the city
doubled its traffic unit from 11 to 22
officers. Edina, a suburb of the city, is
considering adding another officer to
their traffic enforcement as well.
Governor Pawlenty has unleashed a
plan that would suspend the driver's
license of any student who are absent
from school 20 percent of the time.
New Jersey
New Jersey has a new law, which
allows prosecutors to charge motorists
with vehicular homicide, punishable
by up to ten years in prison and a
$100,000 fine, if the accident was
caused by sleepiness.
New York
Governor Pataki signed Senate bill
1690 which allows the New York DOT
and New York Thruway to raise the
speed limit to 60 or 65 on roads under
their control. This includes two lane
roads. The bill also makes the 65 mph
speed limit permanent.
There are currently several bills that
would prohibit teenagers from using
any cell phones while driving (even
hands-free cell phones). One bill
would limit anyone 20 years old and
younger from the phones.
Ohio
SB125 would enact a Primary
Seatbelt law. This would allow police
to pull over motorists for failure to
wear a seatbelt.
Oregon
Governor Kulongoski has signed
House Bill 2661 into law. This allows

the DOT to raise speed limits on
certain sections of the interstate system
to 70 mph.
Tennessee
The Air Pollution Control Board
is recommending that some speed
limits be lowered from 70 mph to 55
mph. The theory is that this may help
bring the state into compliance with
EPA air standards.
Texas
Fort Worth school buses are being
outfitted with radar transmitters that
will send radar transmissions up to one
mile away from the bus in order to fool
radar detectors into thinking that a
police officer with a radar gun is near.
Beginning September 1, 2003,
anyone convicted of a DWI must pay
the Department of Public Safety a
surcharge for three years. They must
pay $1,000 a year while those with a
second conviction will pay $1,500. If
their alcohol level is .16 or above, the
surcharge is $2,000.
Washington DC
DC Council member Phil
Mendelson has proposed legislation
that would divert photo radar camera
revenue from the general fund to the
Highway Trust Fund. And, also
requires the mayor to evaluate the
legitimacy of speed limits where the
cameras are placed.
Wisconsin
AB575 is aimed at older drivers.
Anyone between the ages of 75 and
95 would be required to retest
every two years for a driver's
license. Anyone older than 95
would have to retest annually.
Have a friend join the NMA and
you’ll get an extra
three months of membership

FREE!
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MEMBERS WRITE
Your letters are welcomed and appreciated. This is a forum for diverse opinions, different perspectives, and
personal experiences. Letters may be edited for length or clarity. Letters should not exceed 300 words in
length. Full-length articles will also be considered for publication in the NMAF NEWS. Articles should not
exceed 600 words in length. Positions and opinions expressed in letters and member-authored articles are
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect NMA policies or objectives. To submit, you can email us at
nma@motorists.org or mail to our NMAF Office.
To Ivan the Massachusetts State
Chapter Coordinator:
I had my ticket appeal today in
front of a judge and I was found
"Not Responsible." You probably
hear this a lot, but my thanks to you
and the good folks at the NMA.
Although I won by default (the
officer didn't show up), this is the
first time I'd gone into traffic court
and felt that I had a really good
chance at winning. I believe that the
officer probably didn't show up
because I exercised my rights in
investigating the facts of the
citation. All of this information
would not have been brought
together so well if it weren't for the
people at the NMA.
I definitely appreciated your
patience with all of my questions
and the useful information you
provided me. I also appreciated the
information available on the web
site and in the Legal Defense Kit™.
I definitely support the NMA's
position on traffic tickets and will
advise anyone to join NMA for that
cause alone.
Brian Man
Brighton, MA
I've been negligent in not
writing sooner. I have been very
grateful not only to you and the
NMA staff for creating/running
this organization but to the NMA
State Chapter Coordinators and
Activists, as well.
Specifically,
to mention
As anI need
NMA
member,
our local Arizona State Activist,

Steve Bacs, who has not only given
were the states of Texas and Florida
me sound advice and suggestions
where there were multiple and
on several occasions but has also
numerous five and ten mile long
offered moral support. Additionally,
"fines doubled" areas. Not only
Gregory Mauz in Florida and Jim
was no work going on but it also
Thomas in California have been
looked as if either there hadn't been
there for me when they were
any work for a long time or there
needed. Thank you also to an
wouldn't be any work for a long
attorney suggested by Jim Thomas,
time. Such places, for example, had
whose name I've forgotten, who was
only one or two small pieces of
very kind. Keep up the Good and
machinery, or none, neatly parked
Vitally Necessary Work!
far from the road bed, and clearly
On a different subject, I often
had been sitting there for a while.
travel long distances by car for
No sign of workers' cars/trucks,
business. On a 12-state trip from
port-a-potties, discarded cans &
Arizona to Florida and back, not too
coffee cups, dug up earth, etc., etc.,
long ago, I had plenty of time to
but the "fines" signs were there and,
notice the unbelievably Orwellian
I'm sure, so were the Gendarmes
level abuse of motorists—the
in the bushes!
same items written up in each issue
Thanks again and keep letting
of the NMAF NEWS. Especially
us know what we can do to support
hilarious, in a very not-funny way,
the cause.
were the places that had "fines
Andras Nevai
doubled in work area" signs.
Sedona, Arizona
Apparently this has become an
extremely popular new fund-raising
I was shocked and very
activity, maybe on the same level as
disappointed
to see you proposing
Burger King inventing some new
mandatory
driving
tests for people
hamburger that they're pushing
who
have
received
a certain number
this season. In most of the cities
of
moving
violations
(and a small
and states I passed through, there
number
at
that).
As
you
said in the
was little or no work going on;
latest issue of your own newsletter,
what little work was going on was
speeding tickets are not about
mostly not the kind where highway
safety. They're about revenue
workers would be in proximity to
generation. That's the case for all
moving vehicles that would pose a
kinds of ticket traps.
danger. Where highway workers are
Furthermore, even if it was
in any danger, I definitely support
about safety, which it isn't, there's
slowing down. However, in a great
majority of the cases this was just
another
scam.
continued
on online
page thirteen
the
Experts’
Corner is available
to you
at
The two worst offenders by far
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Members Write
continued from page twelve
no one speed limit that would be
appropriate for everyone. People
have different levels of driving skill,
and therefore different people are
capable of driving at different
speeds. Speeding tickets, as you've
indicated many times, are absolutely
no indication of a driver's likelihood
of having an accident.
What you proposed is an awful
idea that I'd expect you to
vehemently oppose after it was
proposed by some headline seeking
politician or some money seeking
"non-profit" organization that's
looking to scare everyone.
Furthermore, to suggest that
someone's license be suspended
while they appeal the decision is
outrageous. Driving is an absolute
necessity for many people. No
license should ever be suspended
until the appeal process is complete.
I hope you're not opposed to
constitutional due process.
I can't believe I'm having to send
a letter like this to you. It should be
you who's sending a letter like this
to some power-grabbing
government bureaucrat.
Steve Weitzman
Fairfield, CT
I was extremely disappointed
with Eric Skrum's article on Elderly
Driving Concerns, particularly the
proposed "way to address the issue."
Come on, Eric, another government
bureaucracy? Just turn from page 3
to page 8 of the same issue to the
article "Crisis On Our Roads?" to
see the author's conclusion on how
government agencies perform and
why, a conclusion I agree with, both
as a former government employee
as well as my research in studying
for a graduate degree in Public
Administration.
What makes you think this
bureaucracy would perform
differently? In addition, your

suggestion that looking for patterns,
such as moving violations is absurd,
especially coming from an organization that purports to understand
just why, in many cases these moving violation citations are issued.
Ted Rodgers
Mercer Island, WA
Editor's Note: I can sympathize
with your opposition to the creation
of a new bureaucracy. However, the
problem of age-related impaired
driving, regardless of the cause, is
going to be addressed, with or
without our involvement.
As I hinted in the article, there
are many people who are proposing
alternatives that are clearly
draconian (such as no one over
the age of 75 should have a license,
period). If other, more reasonable
solutions are not advanced, there
is every reason to expect heavy
handed and arbitrary alternatives
to prevail.
I am responding to the letter in
the July/August issue from David
Holzman. I do not understand why
this letter was published, and I
sincerely hope that nothing like it
ever is again.
His attempt to tie motorists
rights to a diatribe in favor of
immigration restrictions, and
far worse, his pro-abortion statements have no place in NMA
literature. And worse, he says the
NMA should maintain its focus!
To use the NMA to promote
population control through hideous
and murderous practices like
abortion is simply unacceptable.
I have been a member of the
NMA since the CCRTL days of
the late 80's. I sincerely believe
in the purpose and the approach
of our organization. But please,
stay focused.
Population growth is a serious
issue globally, not just in the U.S.,
but this type of elitist letter that
deviates so far from the NMA's

purpose should never have been
printed.
Dave Schweikert,
Noblesville, IN
Editor's Note: The reason that
letter had been printed can best be
explained by quoting the Members
Write description on page 12. "This
is a forum for diverse opinions,
different perspectives, and personal
experiences."
One of the most irksome
behaviors of American drivers is
lack of lane discipline. The NMA
could have a significant role in
leading a public education campaign
to rectify this problem. Here in
Maine, the Turnpike is being
widened from two to three lanes. On
the new sections that have opened,
guess where the slow drivers are.
Lined up in the middle lane. I can
understand this on urban
expressways, where people try to
avoid the numerous on and off
ramps by keeping out of the right
lane. I do not understand why
people do not move right when they
are on a highway with exits every
15 or 20 miles. I suspect they do not
know better. Hence the need for
developing public awareness of this
problem.
In the interest of smoother traffic
flow, safety and courtesy, Keep
Right Except to Pass needs more
attention than an occasional sign
along the road.
John Bianchi
Durham, ME
Visit one of the NMA web sites
for more motorist information.
www.motorists.org
www.speedtrap.org
www.roadblock.org
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As an NMA member, the Experts’ Corner is available to you online at
http://www.motorists.org/join/membersonly/experts.html
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• Items For Purchase •
MEMBER

NONMEMBER

PRICE
PRICE
!
W
NMA Patches ........................................................................................................$3.95 each .......members only
NE

QTY

_________ __________

“Sun’s Up, Lights Off, Thank You” Bumper Stickers....................................1 to 5 = $2.00 each .......$3.00 each
6 and more = $1.00 each .......$2.00 each
NMA T-Shirt
(Circle One) S
M L XL ................................................$12.00 each .......members only
L

XL

_________ __________
_________ __________

NMA Decal ....................................................................................................................$1.00 each .......members only

_________ __________

NMA Metal Medallion ................................................................................(2/$12.00) $7.00 each .......members only

_________ __________

Radar on Trial (Video) .................................................................................................$22.00 each .....$25.00 each

_________ __________

Guerilla Ticket Fighter (Audio) ..................................................................................$15.95 each .....$19.95 each

_________ __________

American Autobahn (Book) .......................................................................................$19.95 each .....$29.95 each

_________ __________

Beat the Cops (Book) ....................................................................................................$9.95 each .....$14.95 each

_________ __________

Beating the Radar Rap, Vol. II (Book) .......................................................................$14.95 each .....$19.95 each

_________ __________

Every Woman’s Car Care (Book) ...............................................................................$14.95 each .....$19.95 each

_________ __________

Joyriding: A Manual for Learning the Fundamentals of Masterful Driving (Book) $19.95 each .....$29.95 each

_________ __________

Legal Research: How to Find & Understand the Law (Book) ................................$34.95 each .....$44.95 each

_________ __________

Ohio Traffic Tickets Are For The Birds (Book) .......................................................$21.95 each .....$29.95 each

_________ __________

Represent Yourself in Court (Book) ..........................................................................$34.95 each .....$44.95 each

_________ __________

Speeding Excuses That Work (Book) ........................................................................$14.95 each .....$19.95 each

_________ __________

Traffic Ticket Defense (Book) ....................................................................................$14.95 each .....$19.95 each

_________ __________

Winning In Traffic Courts(Book) .............................................................................$18.95 each .....$24.95 each

_________ __________

Laser, Part 1 (General Information) .........................................................................$25.00 each .....$35.00 each

_________ __________

Laser, Part 2 (Court Cases) .......................................................................................$25.00 each .....$35.00 each

_________ __________

Laser, Part 3 (Lidar Speed Measurement Manual) ..................................................$20.00 each .....$30.00 each

_________ __________

Radar Operator Training Manual—WI (Part 1) ......................................................$36.00 each .....$46.00 each

_________ __________

(Circle One)

M

_________ __________

.................................................$25.00 each .......members only

NMA Golf Shirt

S

AMOUNT

Radar Operator Training Manual—NHTSA (Part 2) ..............................................$30.00 each .....$40.00 each

_________ __________

VASCAR Guide ..........................................................................................................$30.00 each .....$40.00 each

_________ __________

State Specific Information: speeding, public records and discovery laws ................$15.00 each .....$20.00 each

_________ __________

 One year Individual ($35)  One year Family ($45) ............................... .........................

_________ ___________

Membership:

Legal Defense Kit™ Rental available by calling
NMA office at 800/882-2785 or at www.motorists.org
• Please Print Clearly •

NMA MEMBER:

• Make checks payable to: NMA •

 yes

 no

Subtotal
__________
Shipping and handling (see chart below)
___________
Total ___________________
• CANADA: Visa or MasterCard ONLY •

MEMBER #_______________________

US Shipping & Handling Charges

NAME ___________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY______________________________________ STATE ___________ ZIP _________________
DAYTIME PHONE (_______)______________E-MAIL ____________________________________
I prefer to use my:

 VISA  MasterCard

___________________________________

Signature

______________ ______________ ______________ ______________
Credit Card Account Number:

MAIL TO: NMA, 402 West 2nd Street, Waunakee, WI 53597

___________
Expiration Date

• Order toll free: 1-800-882-2785 • FAX: 1-608-849-8697 • Web Site: www.motorists.org

If your
merchandise
total is

Up to
5.01
15.01
25.01
35.01
50.01
75.01
over

-

$5.00
15.00
25.00
35.00
50.00
75.00
100.00
100.00

Please
add

S/H incl
4.00
5.00
6.00
7.00
8.00
9.00
10.00
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State Chapter Coordinators and Activists

D

edicated volunteers who monitor, publicize, and lobby critical motorists’ issues, for you, within your state.
They can also provide insights on how to best fight a traffic ticket in your state.

As an NMA member, the State Chapter Coordinators and Activists are available
to you online at http://www.motorists.org/join/membersonly/sccact.html

NATIONAL MOTORISTS ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION
402 West 2nd Street, Waunakee, Wisconsin 53597

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
If your NMA membership expiration date is on (or before) 01/01/04,
this is your last issue of NMAF NEWS.
PLEASE RENEW NOW TO AVOID ANY LAPSE!!!
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